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To the Moſt Ra 
His GRACE 
TH OM AS 


LORD ARCHBISHOP OF 


CANTERBURY. 


You R Grace's exalted ſtation and 
character in the Church juſtify the 
liberty I have taken in dedicating 
the following publication to Your 

| 4 3 Grace; 


ee — 
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Grace; as it contains a repreſentation 
of an evil loudly and juſtly com- 
plained of in a remote part of Your 
Grace's Province. It is the Preſen- 
tation of perſons unacquainted with 
the Welſh Language to Church- 
Preterments in the Principality of 
Wales. I have endeavoured to prove 
the illegality of ſuch Preſentations, 
and to point out the dctrimental 
conſequences reſulting therefrom, un- 
leſs ſome means ſhould be found out 
to obviate the growing evil. If the 
matter was as well treated as the 
ſubject is intcreſling, 1 ſhould ſtand 
in need of no Apology for this public 
addreſs to Your Grace; and if it 
ſhould tend to awaken Your Grace's 
attention to remedy an evil, that 

may 
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may hitherto have eſcaped Your no- 


tice, I ſhall think my time and 
trouble well beſtowed. 


J have the Honour of being, 
With the moſt juſt Senſe of 
Your Grace's many eminent Virtues, 
Your Grace's moſt reſpectful, 


Humble ſervant, 


THE AUTHOR 
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Honourable SOCIETY 


| . OF THE 


| CYMRODORION. 


'Th E readineſs with which you have, upon | 
all occaſions, adopted every plan that pro- q 
moted the welfare of the Principality of ] 
Wales, and that active zeal which you have 

always ſhewn to ſupport her intereſt, render 

it incumbent upon me to addreſs you in a 

publication of this nature. 


IT 1s the glorious principle upon which 
your SOCIETY is founded, and the ſole ob- 
ject of its inſtitution, to promote the good 
of your country in every reſpect, as far as it 
lies in your power. You have expreſſed an 
ardent deſire to remedy the Evil ſet forth in 

the 


20 J 
the ſubſequent publication, if a proper me- 
thod could be fixed upon. I have wrote 
this pamphlet with the view of thoroughly 
convincing you and all others, of the illega- 
ity of ſome late Preſentations to Church- 
Preferments in Wales; and then | propoſe 
communicating a Plan to you and the Gen- 


tlemen of that Country, to eſtablith their 


rights by a legal deciſion. I doubt not of 
yours and their ready concurrence to carry 
ſo laudable an undertaking into execution. 


That ſolicitude which you have always 
expreſſed for the preſervation and cultivation 
of our ancient Language, is another conſi- 
derable motive with me for writing this Ad- 
dreſs to you. A language which (however 
ſome may affect to depreciate) was eſteemed 
ſo neceſſary to be acquired and underſtood 
by all Clergymen that officiated in Wales, 
that in Je{#5-College in Oxferd (that Seminary 
for Welth Clergy, which was founded by 
Queen Elizabeth) there is a Profeſſorſhip of 

the Welſh Language founded, and endowed 
with a proper ſtipend. The duty of the 

Profellor 
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Profeſſor is to read Lectures on that Lan- 
* guage to the youth there educated, and there 


is no doubt but that they obſerve this, with 
the ſame punctuality as they do their Statutes, 
and the wills and intentions of their pious 
and inunificent Founders and Benefactors. 


I aſſure you, my Countrymen, that I am 
excited by no other motive in publiſhing this 
pamphlet but a zeal for the defence of the 
rights of a Country, which I glory in being 
a native of, and a juſt indignation that I 
feel at the flagrant violation of thoſe rights. 


May you, my worthy Countrymen, ſtill 
go on in thoſe paths which you have hitherto 
trod; may that public ſpirit which has hi- 
therto diftinguiihed you, always continue 


pour characteriſtic; and may you always 


be an honour to your Country! 


I am, G-ntlemen, 


Your bumble ſervant, 


4 THE AUTHOR. 
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' CONSIDERATIONS 


ON THE 


ö Illegality of Preſenting ſuch as are 
unacquainted with the Wx ISH or 


BarTi1sH Language to Ecclefraſtical 
Benefices in thoſe Parts of WaLE s 
where that Language is in general 


uſed and underflood. 


Nees 8 to the ſubſequent 

f 7 A J ConsrDerATIONS it will not, I 
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5 e preſume, be judged foreign or 
impertinent to the ſubject, to 

make a few general Remarks on the Welſh 


or Britiſh Language. 


Ix is well known that in the greateſt 
| part of the Principality of Wales, no other 


language 


„ 


language * is in common uſed and under- 
ſtood but the Welſh or Britiſh Tongue ; 
which the inhabitants of that part of this 
iſland have preſerved for many centuries 
with a ſacred veneration, as an inheritance 
deſcended to them from their Anceſtors, 
the Aborigines of this Iſland. Attempts 
have been frequently made to eradicate this 
language from amongſt them ; which, as 
often as made, proved unſucceſsful and abor- 
tive; excepting amongſt tuch of the frontier 
inhabitants as, having an intercourſe with 
the Engliſh, muſt of neceſlity have adopted 
ſome words of their language, as thoſe of 
the Engliſh bordering on Wales have reci- 
procally done of the Welch. 


In Cornwal , where the Britiſh language 
was {ome years ago uſed, (as Borlaſe in his 
hiſtory 


* Upon the moſt exact calculation, in the northern 


counties of Wales, not more than one in forty under- 
ſtand the Engliſh Language, 


+ Cornwal was formerly part of Wales, and was 
called JYe/t I7ales, as we find by many old authors, 
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} hiſtory of that country informs us) it is 
7 altogether loſt. The inhabitants of Britany 
in France, who were a colony from Wales, 
* till retain many of the Britiſh words, adul- 


terated with an impure alloy of barbarous 
4 French. Ireland, the Highlands of Scotland, 
q and the Iſle of Man, ſtill retain a dialect of 

the ancient Britiſh or Celtic language. But 
in particular, ſo tenacious have been the in- 
habitants of Wales of their Language and 
' Cuſtoms, that notwithſtanding it has been 

the policy of the Engliſh Parliament, ever 

ſince the conqueſt of Wales by Edward the 
' Firſt, to introduce the Engliſh Language 
and Cuſtoms there, both by planting colo- 
: nies of Engliſh, keeping gariſons, giving 


1 the Welſh encouragement to learn their 


language, and to inliſt * in the Engliſh 
army; notwithſtanding, I ſay, all theſe 
means 


This was the caſe of David Gam, and ſeveral 
2 others, who, though highly extolled by Engliſh hiſto- 


2 rians, proved a traitor to his native country, in oppoſing 
Owen Glendowry, who endeavoured to reſcue his 


country from the ſlavery of the Engliſh, 


1 6 ] 
means which the Engliſh pointed out as 
the moſt enectual to plant their language, 
and thereby totally to ſubjugate the ſtubborn 
Britons; yet they could never prevail upon 
them to ſubmit to that moſt 1gnominious 


badge of ſlavery, the language of the con- 
querors. 


Tuis policy of the Engliſh Court, which 
was wiſe and well founded before the union 
of Wales and England by the 27th of 
Henry VIII. became ſince that time uſeleſs 
and nugatory. Notwithſtanding the mani- 
feſt inutility of purſuing a plan more cloſely 
to connect what was already ſufficiently ce- 
mented by the many reciprocal advantages 
reſulting from the Union. Henry VIII. 
Queen Elizabeth, and their ſucceſſors, had 
the ſame intention in view, of planting the 
Engliſh Tongue, and extirpating the Britiſh 
Language. This is evident from ſeveral Acts 
of Parliament. In the preamble to the 27th 
of Henry the VIIIth, the Act of Union, it 


6-37; 
is recited, © That the cauſe of difſenſions 
e between the Engliſh and Welſh was, that 
« they uſed a language diſcrepant, nothing 
like ne conſonant to the mother tongue.“ 
And by the. VIth Chapter, Sect. 2oth of 
. that Statute, it is enacted, ©* That the Seſ- 
« ſions and other Courts ſhall be held in 
ce the Engliſh Tongue, and Oaths, Affida- 


e vits, and Wagers of Law ſhall be in that 


e tongue; and alſo, that no perſon or per- 
„ ſons that uſe the Welſh Speech or Lan- 
e guage ſhall have or enjoy any manner of 
« office or fees within the realm of England 
te or Wales, or other the King's Dominions, 
« on pam of forteiting the office or fees, 
e unleſs they ſhall uſe or exerciſe the Engliſh 
“ ſpeech.” 


AxD by the Vth of Elizabeth, Chap. 26, 
it is enacted, that “ there ſhall be two Com- 
* mon Prayer Books in every Welſh Church 
* and Chapel, one Welſh and one Engliſh, 
ein order that by comparing them they 
“ may ſooner attain to the knowledge of the 
« Engliſh Language.” 

B Thus 
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Tus we ſee how deſirous the Engliſh 
have always been of introducing their lan- 


guage into the Principality of Wales; yet 


they never went ſo far as to deny the Welſh 
the uſe of their own tongue 1n their public 
religious worſhip. They, on the contrary, 
allowed and confirmed it by two different 


Acts of Parliament, the 5th of Elizabeth, 


and the 13th and 14th of Charles the Second. 


Ir is the infringement of this right that 
has obliged the Author, however unequal 
to the taſk, to enter the liſts as an advocate 
for the privileges of his Countrymen, and 
to trouble the public with the following 
CONSIDERATIONS. | 


Ix treating this ſubje&, he propoſes firſt 
to prove the illegality of preſenting perſons 
unacquainted with the Britiſh Language to 
Benefices in ſuch parts of Wales as that 
tongue 15 in common uſed and underſtood ; 
then to point out the detrimental conſe- 


quences ariſing from ſuch Preſentations to 


the Principality ; and to conclude with an 
addreſs 


dS one. ) os ears ad: as a6... i oa oo na 
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addreſs to all ſuch as are any way concerned, 
either immediately or remotely, to concur in 
the means that will be propoſed to have this 
matter finally ſettled by a legal deciſion. 


Tux illegality of preſenting perſons un- 
acquainted with thatlanguage, is the firſt and 
moſt material point to be eſtabliſhed. In 
treating on this head it might copiouſly be 
inſiſted upon, that it would be an infringe- 
ment upon, and a violation of the natural 
rights and liberties of mankind, to prevent 
any people from performing their public re- 
ligious worſhip, and from paying the joint 
tribute of homage and adoration to the di- 
vine Being, in the language which they are 
acquainted with, 


Tur appointment of Prieſts for the per- 
formance of ſacerdotal functions, who are 
totally unacquainted with the language un- 
derſtood by the people, is in effect ſuch a 
prevention. This is in itſelf ſo abſurd and 
contradictory to the common ſenſe and rea- 
ſoning of mankind, that no legiſlative power 

B 2 would 
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would enact ſuch a thing; and were it to 
be enacted, ſuch an act would be of courſe | 
void, as being repugnant to the eternal and 
immutable laws of God and Nature, on 
which alone all human laws muſt be found- * 


ed, and from a congruity to which they re- 
ceive a ſanction and become obligatory, 


Such a law, if ſuch a law could ever, either 


directly or by conſtructive implication, have 


exiſtence, would be not only abſurd, but 


impious and heretical, to utter words in 


worſhip, the force and meaning of which 
we are unacquainted with; and would be 
to adopt the moſt enormous abſurdity for 
which Popery is juſtly ſtigmatiſed, and 


which was one of the chief cauſes of the 


Reformation. Even the Roman-catholic | 
Miſſionaries never went ſo far as this. For 


in Aſia and America, where they have ſet- 
tled, they conſtantly procured perſons well 


acquainted with the language of the country 
to preach to the natives; and many of them | 


were indefatigable in attaining a knowledge 


of the language uſed by the natives. But lay- *' 


ing | 
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ing aſide theſe conſiderations, we are princi- 
pally to attend to what the municipal laws of 
England ſay on this ſubject. It is much to 
be regretted that there were not more caſes 
in point, yet enough can be collected to 
convince every unprejudiced reader of the 
illegality of ſuch Preſentations, 


Tur Biſhops in Wales were generally na- 
tives of that country, and well acquainted 
with the language, till lately“; and ſuch a 
knowledge was eſteemed as a neceſſary qua- 
lification for a Biſhop in that country. This 
is clear from the Acts of Parliament of the 
5th of Elizabeth, and the 13th and 14th of 
Charles the Second, Chap. 4. Sect. 7. the 
Act of Uniformity, whereby it is enacted, 
That the Holy Scriptures and Common 

B 3 Prayer 

* It may with ſubmiſſion be hinted, that the Welſh 
Judges ought to be acquainted with the Language uſed 
in Wales, For the Evidence in the Courts of grand 
Seſſions is given in Welſh, and the Jury ſeldom under- 
ſtand a word of Engliſh, which renders it impoſſible for 
the Judge to give them proper Directions to find a Ver- 
dict. This is the reaſon why ſo few actions are laid 


in Wales, which puts the Parties to the great Expencg 
of Engliſh Trials, 
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Prayer ſhall be tranſlated into the Welſh 
Tongue; and it is alſo enacted, That it 
ſhall be reviſed and corrected by the Biſhops 
of Bangor, St Aſaph, St Davids, Hereford 
and Landaff. The inference is clear, that 
they muſt be well, that is, critically verſed 
in the Welſh Tongue, before they could be 
able to reviſe the Bible and Common Prayer 
therein. And it ſhews the ſenſe of the le- 
giſlature at that time, that a knowledge of | 
that Language was eſteemed as an indiſpen- 
ſible and neceſſary qualification. 


TrovcH it is irrefragably clear that all 
the Biſhops in Wales ought to be acquainted 
with the Language uſed in that country, 
both from the above-mentioned Statutes, | 
and the undeniable argument of the impoſ- 
ſibility they lie under of properly perform- 
ing the duty of their functions without it. 
Yet as this point has been unaccountably {| 
given up for ſome time, it was not imme- 
d:ately inſiſted on as the object ot theſe Con- 
ſiderations: but particula.ly that the Rectors 

and 
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ſh and Curates of fuch Pariſhes where the 


it Welſh Tongue is in common uſed and un- 
PS derſtood, ought to be acquainted with that 
rd language. 

at } ; 

dl Tur duty of a Rector and Curate, it is 
be 3 apprehended, is to read in the church the 
er Liturgy of the Church of England, as eſta- 
FB bliſhed by law ; to adminiſter the ordinances 
of of the Church; to pray and to preach, to 
n- exhort and to admoniſh the people under 


his care, both in public and in private; to 
viſit the Sick and Afflicted, to give them 


all ſpiritual advice and conlolation. How a 
ed Miniſter, that underſtands not his People's 
„ Language, nor the People the Miniſter's, 
* can do all, or any part of this, muſt remain 
f- a myltery to every man of common under- 
ſtanding. And how a certain great Digni- | 
% tary of the Church could ſay, That he could | 
og anſwer the preſenting ſuch a perſon to Gop, | 
* and his own Con'cience, is nearly as myſte- 1. 
i ious. | 


B 4 War 
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WuarT can be collected upon this ſubject 
from the Articles, from the Statute-Law, 
and from the Determinations of Courts of 
Law, come next to be conſidered. The Ar- 
ticles of the Church, which the Clergy are 
ſworn to obſerve, and which ought to be 
their guide, expreſsly and poſitively ſay, 
That „it is contrary to the Word of Gop, 
te and the practice of the primitive Church, 
eto pray in a Language that is not under- 
te ſtood. To prevent the ſuſpicion of miſ- 
repreſenting, I ſhall recite the Article as it is 
printed. 


& Aricle XXIV. It is a thing plainly 
* repugnant to the word of Gop, and the 
* cuſtom of the primitive Church, to have 
e public Prayer in the Church, or to mi- 
“ niſter the Sacraments in a Tongue not un- 


e derſtanded of the People.” 


Tuax this Article nothing can be more 
expreſs and appoſite. As to the Statutes, 
there are two which particularly refer to this 


matter. 
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matter. The 5th of Elizabeth, Chap. 28, 
and the 13th and 14th of Charles the Se- 
cond. The Statute of the 5th of Elizabeth 
is intitled, “ An Act to tranſlate the Bible 
% and Common Prayer into the Welſh 
« Tongue. The Biſhops of Hereford, St 
„Davids, Aſaph, Bangor, and Landaff, 
« ſhall take ſuch order for the fouls healths 
« of the flocks committed to their charge, 
* that the whole Bible, containing the New 
e Teſtament and Old, with the Book of 
% Common Prayer and Adminiſtration of 
ce the Sacraments, as is now uſed within the 
realm in Engliſh, to be truly and exactly 
te tranſlated into the Britiſh or Welſh 
© Tongue. And that the ſame fo tranſlated, 
« be by them viewed, peruſed, and allow- 
ed, be imprinted to ſuch a number, at 
* the leaſt, that one of either fort may be 
te had for every Cathedral, Collegiate and 
„ Pariſh Church, and Chapel of eaſe, in 
* ſuch places and counties of every of the 
** faid Dioceſes, where that Tongue is com- 

| * monly 


11 


monly ſpoken or uſed before the firſt of 
March, 1566. And that from that day 
forth the whole divine Service ſhall be 
uſed and ſaid by the Curates and Miniſters 
throughout all the ſaid Dioceſes, where 
the Welch Tongue 1s commonly uſed, in 
the Britiſh or Welch Tongue, in ſuch 
manner and form as is now uſed in the 
Engliſh Tongue, and differing nothing 
in any order or form from the Engliſh 
Book; for the which Book ſo imprinted 
the Pariſhioners of every of the ſaid Pa- 
riſhes ſhall pay one half or moiety ; and 
the Parſon and Vicar of every of the ſaid 
Pariſhes where both be, or elſe but one 
of them where there is but one, ſhall pay 
the other half or moiety. The prices of 
which books ſhall be appointed and rated 
by the ſaid Biſhops and their Succeſſors, 
or three of them at the leaſt. The which 
thing if the ſaid Biſhops or their Succeſſors 


neglect to do, then every one of them | 
ſhall forteit to the Queen's Majeſty Thir- 
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teen Pcunds, to be levied on their goods 
and chattels; and one book containing 
the Bible, and one other book of Common 
Prayer, ſhall be bought and had in every 
church throughout Wales, in which the 
Bible and Book of Common Prayer in 
Welſh is to be had, by force of this Act 
(if there be none already before the firſt 
Day of March, 1566) and the ſaid Books 
to remain in ſuch convenient places with- 
in the ſaid Churches, that ſuch as under- 
ſtand them may reſort at all convenient 
times to read and peruſe the ſame ; and 
alſo ſuch as do not underſtand the ſaid 
Language may, by conferring both 
Tongues together, the ſooner attain to 
the knowledge of the Engliſh Tongue, 


any thing in this Act to the contrary not- 
withſtanding.” 


Tavs reſts this matter on the th of Eli- 
zabeth, which is farther confirmed by the 


Act of Uniformity the 13th and 14th of 


Charles 
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Charles the Second, Chap. 4. Section 27. 
which enacts the ſame with the 5th of Eli- | 
zabeth, totidem verbis; and which, there- t 
fore, 1s unneceſſary to be quoted here. | 


IT would not be improper to make one 
obſervation upon this Statute, namely, that 
it is expreſoly ſaid, ** It ſhall be read and 
* uſed through All Walks, where the Lan- 


“ guage is in common ſpoken, by the Cu- | 
* rates and Miniſters,” not by the Miniſters 
or Curates, | 

Ox the Act of the 5th of Elizabeth, | 
Trinity, 27 Elizabeth, there is a caſe of Law j 
founded, which we find reported in iſt | 
Leonard 39. and Crooke, Elizabeth 119. 1 
Each of which Reports for the ſatisfaction | 
of the reader ſhall be laid before him, l 
omitting only a few paſſages of obſolete : 


learning, which the ingenuity of later Judges 

has rendered altogether uſeleſs ; and it is h 

happy for the nation that thoſe quirks and f 
niceties 
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niceties of Law, which were formerly too 
much regarded, are now in a great meaſure 
thrown off. 


Albany and the Biſhop of St Aſaph, 
Trinity 27 Elix. C. B. ft Leonard 39. 


LB ANV brought a Quare impedit 

againſt the Biſhop of St Aſaph, who 
juſtified for lapſe : The Plaintiff by repli- 
cation ſaid, That before the ſix months ex- 
pired, he preſented to the Biſhop one Bag- 
ſhaw, a Maſter of Arts, and preacher al- 
lowed. The Defendant, by way of re- 
joinder, ſaid, That the Church upon the 
preſentment to which the action is brought 
is a Church with cure of Souls, and that the 
Pariſhioners there are Hommes Wallici Wal- 
licam loquentes linguam et non aliam ; and that 
the ſaid Bagſhaw could not ſpeak or under- 
ſtand the Welſh Language ; for which cauſe 
he refuſed him, and gave notice of ſuch re- 
fuſal, and of the cauſe of it. Upon which 
the 
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the Plaintiff did demur in law. And firſt, 
it was agreed and reſolved by the whole 
Court, that in the computation of ſix months 
in ſuch caſes the reckoning ought to be, not | 
according to the Calendar, but ſecundum nu- * 
merum ſingulorum dierum, allowing twenty | 
eight days to every month. Walmſley, Ser- 
jeant, argued for the Plaintiff ; and he took 
exceptions to the rejoinder : For in that the 
Defendant had departed from his bar; for 


in the bar, the Defendant intitles himſelf to 
the Preſentment by reaſon of lapſe, and in 
the rejoinder he confeſſeth the Preſentment of 
the Plaintiff, and pleads his refuſal of his 
Clerk, and ſhews the cauſe of it, /c:z/ the 
want of the Welth Language, which is a 


departure; and he cited ſeveral caſes, As | 


to the exception, the Court took not much 
regard, but as to the matter in law, it was 
argued by Walmſley, that the defect of the 


Welih Language, aſſigned by the Defendant | 
in the preſence of the Plaintiff, is not a ſuf- | 


ficient cauſe of refuſal ; for notwithſtand- 
ing 


FA. Ow 


ing that it be convenient that ſuch a Pre- 
I ſentee have the knowledge of ſuch Lan- 
7 guage, yet by the law of the land ignorance 
of ſuch language, where the party hath more 
excellent Languages, is not a diſability ; and 
therefore we ſee that many Biſhops in Wales, 
who have the principal care of Souls, be 
Engliſhmen, and the Welſh Language may 


eaſily be learned in a ſhort time by converſe 
with Welſhmen; and the Statute of the 1ſt 
of Elizabeth, which eſtabliihed the Book of 
the Common Prayer, ordained, that the ſaid 
Book of Common Prayer ſhall be put in uſe 


in all the Churches of England and Wales, 


without any proviſion for the tranſlation of 


the ſaid Book into the Welfh-Tongue. But 


afterwards by a private Statute it was done, 
by which it is enacted, that the Biſhops of 
Wales ſhould procure the Epiſtles and Goſ- 
pels to be tranſlated and read in the Welſh 


Language; which matter our Preſentee 


might do by a Curate well cnough ; and he 
conceived that by divers Statutes Aliens by 
the common Law were capable of Benefices 


(7th 
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| (7th Hen. II. iſt Hen. V. 4th Hen. VI.) 
before the laſt, Iriſhmen were capable of 
holding Benefices. 


Gawdy, Serjeant, contrary : And he con- 


feſſed, That at the common Law the de- 


fects aforeſaid were not good cauſes of re- 
fuſal, but now by reaſon of a private Act, 
5th of Elizabeth, the ſame defect is be- 
come a good cauſe of refuſal, in which Act 
the miſchief 1s recited ; namely, That the 
inhabitants of Wales did not underſtand the 


Engliſh Language, therefore it was enacted, | 


That the Biſhops ſhould procure ſo many 
Books to be printed as there are Pariſhes 


and Cathedral Churches in Wales; and fo, | 


upon this Statute, this imperſection is be- 
come a good cauſe of refuſal. 


As to this | 
point, it was ſaid by Lord Anderſon, That 
it is very true, that upon the ſaid Statute, | 
the want of the Welſh Language in the Pre- 
ſentee is become a good Cauſe of Refuſal ; but 
becauſe that Act, being a private Act, not 
being 
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being pleaded by the Defendant, we ought 
not to give our judgment according to that 
Act, but according to the Common Law. 


This caſe went off likewiſe on another 
point, as will be ſeen by the following con- 
ciſe and clear Report of Sir George Crooke. 


Crocke, Elizabeth 119. 
Quare Impedit for the Church of Whitington, 


HE Biſhop pleaded the Service there 
to be in the Welſh Tongue. And 
that the Pariſhioners underſtood not the En- 


gliſh, and that the Preſentee could not ſpeak. 


Welſh, and therefore he refuſed him. And, 
all the Juſtices held this a good cauſe of refuſal ; 


ſor he cannot inſtruct his flock according to 
his duty and charge. But in this caſe the 
2 Plantiff had preſented ſixteen days within 
the ſix months, and the Biſhop gave no no- 
tice of the inabilty of the Clerk till three 


days after the expiration of the ſix months. 


And the Court held, That notice ought to 
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be given to the Patron himſelf, if he be re- 
ſident in the County; if not, a public Inti- 
mation ought to be on the Church door, 
and notice of the matter ought to have been 
given immediately when he was. preſented 
and examined, or within ſuch convenient 
ſpeed as might be; but when the Biſhop 1s 
to enquire of the behaviour of the Clerk, he 
ſhall have longer time; for this cauſe judg- 
ment was given for the Plantiff. 


IT may not be improper to make a few | 


curſory obſervations upon the foregoing Re- 
ports. It is ſaid in Leonard's Report of this 


caſe, That the 5th of Elizabeth is a private 
Act, and as it was not pleaded, the Judges 
muſt give Judgment according to the Com- | 
mon Law. I muſt inform ſuch as are un- 
acquainted with the law, that the Judges 
are only, by virtue of their office, to take 5" 
notice of public Acts of Parliament; and pri- 


vate Acts, if they would be taken any ad- 


vantage of, muſt be ſpecially pleaded, that 


is, particularly ſet forth in the writings pre- 
ü vious 


fel 


col 
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ſide 
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vious to the hearing of the cauſe. But I 
find that this Act is printed as a public Act 
in our Statute Book. Whether it is the miſ- 
take of the Reporters or Editors of the Sta- 
tutes, I know not; moſt probably of the lat- 
ter. However this may be, it is certain that 
the 3th and 14th of Charles the Second is 
a public Act, and as ſuch, if any future liti- 
gation ſhould commence, need not be taken 
notice of in pleading. 


As to the other point upon which this 
caſe was determined, that where the Bene- 
« fice 1s in the diſpoſal of a Lay Patron, no- 
e tice mult be given by the Biſhop of the 
te inability of the Clerk before the fix months 
are elapſed, to the Patron, if circumſtan- 
ces will admit.” Where the Biſhop him- 
ſelf collates, there no notice 1s neceſſary to be 
given of the inability, for the Biſhop may 
collate to the Benefice the day preceeding 
the ſix months expiration. In ſuch a caſe, 
there can be no time to give notice; and be- 
ſides, it is not in the power of any one to 
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give notice. For the examination as to the 
Clerk's Icarning, knowledge, and morals, 
lies ſolely on the Biſhop; and if he collates 
a perſon by law diſabled to hold the living, 
the collation is zpſo facto null and void, and 
_uuleſs a proper perſon is collated within the 
{ix months, the living mult of neceſſary con- 
ſequence laple. | 


AnoTHER Inference may be collected 
from theſe Reports, That it is incumbent 
upon the Biſhop to examine the perſons 
preſented to Livings in Wales, where the 
Welth Language is in common ſpoken, in 


the knowledge they have of that Tongue; 
and conſequently, it requires a competent 
knowledge of that language in the Biſhop, | 
to be able to examine them. This ſhews | 
the neceſſity there is of having Eiſhops in 
that country that are well acquainted with | 
the language: Trough we find-bv the Re- 
porter, that even in Queen Elizabeth's time, N 
there were, he ſays, many Biſhops in Wales 


that were Engliſhmen, This, I apprehend, 


was | 
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was before the 5th of Elizabeth; afterwards, 
till of later years, we generally find natives 
of the country preferred to Biſhopricks there, 
on account of their F nowledge of the Lan- 
guage. It is certain, that in the Dioceſe of 
Bangor, Biſhop Hoadly was the firſt that 
was preferred to that Sce who was not a na- 
tive of the country. And there never was 
an inſtance of a Clergyman being preferred 
to a Living there, till Dr Bowles, late Rector 
of Brackley, and one Mr Hill, a Scotch 
Gentleman, both whom were preferred 
there within theſe two years. In the Dioceſe 
of St David's and St Aſaph, this practice is 
not ſo novel. 


To proceed upon theſe Reports. Upon 
the examination of the caſes above quoted, 
it muſt ſeem a matter of ſurpriſe and won- 
der, how this point ſhould be now queſtioned, 
It being ſaid expreſsly by Leonard, That 


Lord Anderion, (who was the Chief Juſtice 
of the Common Pleas at that time, and a 
man of acknowledged abilities in the Law), 
| faid, © That upon the Statute of the 5th of 
. * Elizabeth, 


ce Elizabeth, the want of knowledge of the 
& Welſh Language in the Preſentee is be- 
© come a good cauſe of refuſal.” And Sir 
George Crooke, who was himſelf a Judge, 
ſays, © That all the Juſtices held it a good 
© cauſe of refuſal ;” and they give this rea- 
ſon, that cannot be contradicted, ©* That 
„ without the knowledge of the Language, 
© he cannot inſtruct his flock according to 
« his duty and charge.“ 


Tuvs we find, that all the Juſtices were 
unanimous on this point: Why then ſhould 
it now be doubted? 


Havixs conſidered the Queſtion in the 
only light that it can with propriety be con- 
fidered, upon principles of Law and Reaſon; 
and not having, to the utmoſt of my know- 
ledge, omitted, concealed, or miſrepreſented 
any one circumſtance that made either for 
or againſt the Legality of the Queſtion con- 
ſidered ; it muſt ſeem very extraordinary to 
every indifferent perſon upon what ground 


or 
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or authority a contrary opinion, to what I 
have endeavoured to eſtabliſh, could be 
founded. And yet, ſtrange as 1t may ſeem, 
ſuch an opinion has been given, by a Chan- 
cellor of a certain Dioceſe in Wales, totally 


contrary to Law; whereby the conſciences 
of many learned men, Patrons of Livings in 


Wales, have been moſt iniquitouſly miſled, 
However, in juſtice to a People who think 
themſelves injured, the Chancellor is hereby 
called upon (if he is able) to anſwer this 
Pamphlet, and to publiſh his opinien and 
reaſons at large, 


It is not improbable, but that the learned 
Chancellor will be ſo hardy as to alledge, 
that, As long as a Welſh Curate is kept, it 
is a matter of ſmall conſequence who enjoys 
the profits of the Benefices ; and that the 
Rector may live luxuriouſly. on his Tithes 
and Offerings, whilſt the poor underling 
Curate ſtarves on the ſorry pittance of Twenty 


Pounds per annum. 
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Tux ſame argument was urged by Ser- 
jeant Walmſley in the caſe of Albany and ble 
Biſhop of St Aſaph, before quoted; which the 


Court paid no attention to. 


Ir that caſe does not carry conviction with 
it, I would moreover inform this law-learned 
Chancellor, that ſuch an abominable indul- 
gence is totally contrary to the Spirit of the 
Laws of England, and to that well-known 
maxim, Qui ſen!it commodum ſentire debet ct 
anus. 


Even in former times of Popiſh Superſti- 
tion and Bigotry, as far back as the reigns of 
Edward the Third and Richard the Second, 
(the 2 5th Edv. III. 13th and 16th Ric. II. 
called the Statutes , Proviſirs) the Law 
guarded againſt this iniquitous licence of per- 
ſons enjoying Benefices when incapable of 
doing the duty. Theſe Statutes were enacted 
againſt Foreigners being preferred to Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Benefices; and thoſe who procured 
ſuch preferments incurrcd a premunire. This 
was done upon the principle of that equi- 
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table maxim, © That he ought not to reap 


« the emolument who did not perform the 
« duty.” | 


AND the indulgence in keeping a Curate, 
is in no caſe intended otherwiſe than as an 
aſſiſtance to the Rector, who by age, infir- 
mity, or other misfortune, is incapable of 
doing the <who/e duty himſelf. 


Bexs1Des, I would inform the Chancellor, 
that Rectors are obliged, notwithſtanding 
| they keep Curates, to read the Service once 
a month in their own Churches, in the Lan- 
guage uſed in common and underſtood by 
the people, under the penalty of Five Pounds 
for every omiſſion, upon conviction before 
two Juſtices of Peace, on confeſſion or oath 
of two witneſſes, to be levied by warrant of 
| diſtrels ; this is enacted by the 13th and 14th 
of Charles the Second, Chap. 4, Section 7: 
The Juſtices in Wates may, if they think 


proper, put this Act in execution againſt ſuch 
a5 
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as are illegally preferred to Church-Benefices 
in that Principality. 


Tuus having, it is preſumed, ſufficiently 
proved the Illegality, the detrimental Conſe- 
quences arifing from ſuch Preſentations are 
next to be conſidered. 


Tur greateſt part of the Principality of 
Wales, by its ſituation, and the great diſtance 
it is from the metropolis, is almoſt entirely 
ſecluded from all the beneficial advantages 
of trade and commerce. The produce of 
their own country is their chief, and almoſt 
only ſupport. What remains after ſupply- 
ing their home-conſumption, is exported ; 
the money they receive in return for their 
Commodities ſerves them for the purpoſes of 
Hoſpitality, not Luxury. As money 1s not 
otherwiſe valuable than as it is the means of 
acquiring the neceſſaries and conveniencies 
of life, they know no other uſe for it. If 
accumulated quantities of gold and ſilver are 


the only criterion of Wealth, they are poor; 
if 
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if Plenty is, they are rich, Happy in find- 
ing an aſylum among thoſe 1mpregnable 
fortreſſes built by the hand of Nature, which 
were formerly their ſecurity againſt the 
power, and ſince againſt the luxury of the 
Engliſh: Invironed on all ſides by theſe, 
they enjoy tranquillity without indolence, li- 
berty that degenerates not into licentiouſneſs, 
and plenty without luxury. Thus they en- 
Joy a happineſs unknown in better cultivated 
countries, which opulence cannot purchaſe. 


DEBARRED by their Situation from any 


iatereſt or connection with the mercantile 


world, they entertain not an idea of bringing 
their children up to Trade. They hkewiſe 
look upon trade in the ſame light as moſt 
nations on the continent of Europe do, that 
are ſtrangers to the emoluments arifing from 
it, as mean and ignoble. 


Ir their connexion with Trade is inconſi- 
derable, it 1s ſtill more fo with the Court, 
They have no connexion or acquaintance 
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with men in place and power. Thus deſti- 
tute of friends and intereſt among the great, 
they cannot bring up their ſons to any of the 
departments of the Law, the State, the Army 
or Navy, with any probable view of their 
ſucceeding. Placed in this diſadvantageous 
ſituation, to what profeſſion can the Gentle- 
men of that country educate their younger 
children ? The eldeſt ſon is generally brought 
up to be a Gentleman, to inherit his father's 
eſtate, and lead an idle life. The youngeſt 
are ſent to College, with a view to ſome ec- 
cleſiaſtical preferment, or lead a life of ſervile 
dependence on their eldeſt brother. We 
conſequently find that there are near ten 
times the number of perſons brought up to 
the Church from Wales, to what there are 
(in proportion to the number of inhabitants) 
from any other part of the kingdom. 


Ir it ſhould be allowed that perſons un- 
acquainted with the Language ſhould be 
proper Preſentees to Livings in Wales, in a 
ſhort time there would not be one native af 
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that country who would have any prefer- 
ment there. For the Biſhops, and other 
Patrons, not being natives, but Englith or 
Scotch, will conſequently have connexions 


in England or Scotland, and ſuch acquaint- 
ance will only be preferred. | 


ECCLESIASTICAL Preferment (it is a me- 
lancholy truth) as well as every other kind, 
is not always acquired by merit, by a ſtrict- 
neſs and probity of manners, by a holy and 
religious life and converſation. Such a de- 
portment 1s too often branded with the 
odious names of Hypocriſy and Method:ſm. 
We find the gay, the licentious, the man of 
this world, acquire preferment by venal and 
ſimoniacal means, by borough-intereſt, or if 
he can pander for the pleaſures of a great 


man, if he can, with a Spaniel-like adujarion, 
that 1s a diſgrace rot only to Chriſtianity 
but to Humanity itſelf, fawn and cringe to 
his Patron, praiſe what he praiſes, and diflike 
what he diſlikes. This is the broad road to 
Church preferment! Thus when the inha- 

bitants 
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bitants of Wales find that a door is ſhut 
upon them to exclude them from all Prefer- 
ment in the Church, they will not think it 
worth the expence and trouble of giving 
their ſons an Univerſity- education for a poor 
Curacy of Twenty Pounds per anuum, which, 
in great condeſcenſion, the Rectors may per- 
mit them to enjoy. Thus every inducement 
to a liberal education will be taken away; 
and we ſhall be involved in Gothic ignorance 


and barbarity. 


In thoſe Pariſhes where perſons unac- 
quainted with the Welſh Language have 
been preferred, there has been manifeſtly a 
decay of religious worſhip. The Churches 
are deſerted ; the people will not hear what 
they do not underſtand. We will ſuppoſe 


that nothing but Welſh was to be preached 


in the Churches in England ; would the peo- 
ple attend to ſuch Sermons? The caſe is ex- 
actly ſimilar. Why then ſhould the inha- 
bitants of Wales be obliged to hear Engliſh 
preached in their Churches? In ſome parts 

of 


FH 


of Wales, the Service has, without a ſhadow 
of a reaſon, in an arbitrary manner been 
changed from Welſh to Engliſh. 


IT is not doubted but ſome perſons may 
aſſert, as the Biſhop of St Aſaph has done, 
in his Sermon preached in Chriſt-Church, 
London, 26 April 1753. *© That it is the 
te true intereſt of the Welſh to enlarge their 
© views and notions, and to unite with the 
« reſt of their fellow - ſubjects in Language 
« as well as Government.” In complaiſance 
to the learned Prelate, his aſſertion ſhall be 
allowed all the weight that he can defire. 
It is granted then that 1t would be their in- 
tereſt to learn the Engliſh Language. Can 
it be inferred from hence that it would be 
therefore proper to compel them to learn the 
Language, by obliging them by ſuch 1mpious 
and illegal methods, as to have Prayers and 
Sermons in an unknown tongue? Nor would 
it after all conduce in the leaſt to their learn- 
ing Engliſh, to have an Engliſh Sermon and 
Prayers read to them once a week. It may 
as well be aſſerted, that a perſon could attain 
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| to the knowledge of the Greek Language 


by hearing another read it for an hour every 
Sunday. 


Tu1s argument was thoroughly canvaſſed 
in the time of Queen Elizabeth. It may not 
be improper here -to inſert a tranſlation of 
Dr William Morgan's Epiſtle Dedicatory to 
that Queen on this ſubject, as it is not 
doubted but that the ſentiments of ſuch an 
eminent Prelate will be of great authority. 


« Ir ſome perſons have a mind that our 

« Countrymen ſhould be compelled to learn 
te the Engliſh Language for ſtricter union 
© ſake, rather than that the Scriptures 
« ſhould be tranſlated into our Language, 
J would have ſuch, while they conſult the 
* advantages of union, to be more cautious 
e leſt they hurt the truth; and while they 
«© promote concord, I wiſh they would take 
te take care leſt they drive away Religion. 
« For though I grant it is much to be 
« wiſhed, that the inhabitants of the ſame 
“ Ile ſhould be of the ſame ſpeech, yet it 
« muſt 
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HE 
muſt b= conſidered at the ſame time, that 
it requires ſo much time and trouble to 
accompliſh it, that to ſuffer the people of 
God, in the mean while, to famiſh with 
the moſt miſerable hunger of his word, 
would be roo tyrannical and cruel. And 
after all, the likeneſs and agreement of 
Religion availeth more towards union 
than that of Language. Beſides, to pre- 
fer union to piety, conveniency to religion, 
and a ſort of an outward concord betwixt 
mankind to that laudable peace which the 
Word of Gop impreſſeth on the hearts of 
men, is not over-pious. —Laſtly, How 
fooliſh are they who think that the prohi- 
bition of the Word of Gop in our mother 
tongue, in order that another may be 
learned, would avail any thing. For un- 
leſs Religion will be learned in the vulgar 
Language, it will lie concealed and un- 
known. For of that thing one is ignorant 
of, he knows not likewiſe its uſe, delight- 
fulneſs, and value, nor will he be at any 


pains to acquire it. 
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© WHEREFORE it is my humble requeſt 
© to your Majeſty, That you will not on any 
account ſufter yourſelf to be ſtopped (nor 


* will you, I am well ſatisfied, be ſtopped) 


* but will continue to bleſs thoſe whom you 
* have already been kind to, and whom you 
% have enriched with the tranſlation of one 
* Teſtament, you will vouchſafe to grant 
* them the other. To whom you have 
« given one udder of Truth you will grant 
te the other. And that you will endeavour 
“fully to perform what you have once pro- 
« poſed; that 1s to ſay, that all your people 
« may hear the wonderful Things of Gop 
& in their own Language, and that every 
tongue ſhall praiſe Gop.” 


Sucu are the words of this learned Welſh 
Biſhop, who boldly pleads the cauſe of Re- 
ligion and his Country before his Sovereign. 
To this may be added the authority of the 
great Archbiſhop Tillotſon, t6 ſhew how ne- 
ceſſary and laudable a work he thought it, 
that the Welſh ſhould have religious in- 
{ſtruction conveyed to them in their own 

Language, 
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Language. I ſhall make a few extracts from 
the Sermon preached by him at the funeral 
of Mr Thomas Gouge, 1681, at St Anne's 
Blackfryars. 


He ſays of Mr Gouge, For about nine 
ce or ten years laſt paſt, he did almoſt wholly 
* apply his charity to Wales, becauſe there he 
e judged was moſt occaſion for it; and be- 
** cauſe this was a very great work, he did 
not only lay out upon it whatever he could 
* ſpare out of his own eſtate, but employed 
* his whole time to engage the charity of 
* others. In this he had two excellent de- 
** ſigns, to have poor Children brought up 
e to read and write, and be carefully in- 
* ſtructed in the Principles of Religion. The 
** other, to furniſh perſons of grown age, the 
poor eſpecially, with the neceſſary helps 
and means of Knowledge, as the Bible, and 
* other books of piety and devotion in their 
* own Language.” 


Tur Archbiſhop, after giving an account 
of the books tranſlated and publiſhed, gives 
us the moſt exalted eulogium on the author 

Da: ct 
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of ſo beneficent and pious an undertaking. 
He then adds, And now methinks it is 
* Pity ſo good a deſign, ſo happily proſe- 
* cuted, ſhould fall and die with this goo! 
« man.” 


As it may be thought prolix to give any 
more quotations, the reader that is deſirous 
of ſeeing more on this ſubject, is referred to 
the Sermon itſelf with a brief account of Mr 
Gouge's Life, by this moſt eminent Archbi- 
ſhop. 


IT may here be remarked, that what was 
looked upon ſome years ago by all the emi- 
nent Divines as a work of the greateſt utility, 
that is, the printing of books of piety and de- 
votion in the Welſh Tongue, is now moſt 
ſcandalouſly neglected by thoſe whoſe duty 
it 1s to take care of ſuch Things. 


Uron a late application for printing a 
Folio edition of the eib Common Prayer, 
the author has been credibly informed, that 
there were not leſs than three out of four af 
the ſtrongly averſe to it. 


To 


I 


To all the foregoing evils ariſing from 


the Preſentations of improper perſons to ec- 
cleſiaſtical Benefices, may be added the mani- 
feſt growth of Popery, Moravianiſm, and 
Methodiſm. The former of which has of 
late become ſo alarming that it is the object 
of parliamentary conſideration. Moravia- 
niſm and Methodiſm increaſe much more 
perceptibly. In many parts of Wales almoſt 
all the inhabitants are of theſe denomina- 
tions. What can this be attributed to? 
The anſwer is obvious and clear; To the 
preſentation of improper perſons to Church- 


Prefer ments. 


HavixG, with all the conciſeneſs that the 
ſubject was capable of, proved the illegality 
of preſenting ſuch as are unacquainted with 
the Welſh Language to Livings in Wales; 
and briefly enumerated the detrimental con- 
ſequences ariſing from ſuch Preſentations, 
the author, if miſtaken in what he has ad- 
vanced, is deſirous of being confuted, pro- 
vided it be done with candor. And if he 
ſees a greater reaſon for altering his opinion, 

he 
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he will readily acknowledge it. But if what 
has been advanced 1s a juſt and impartial 
ſtate of the caſe, What ſhall be ſaid of thoſe 
who have been the cauſe of theſe illegal Pre- 
ſentations ? The writer of theſe conũdera- 


tions will uſe no invectives againſt them, 


however juſtifiable it might be, but only 
ſay, that they ought to take ſhame to them- 
ſelves, and by their future conduct atone for 
their paſt ill behaviour. 


AFTER all that has been ſaid, it may well 
be thought needleſs to addreſs the inhabitants 
of Wales, to uſe {ome efforts to remedy this 
growing evil, pregnant with ſuch detrimen- 
tal effects to the whole principality. The 
ſpirit of our forefathers would not Jong ſuf- 
fer a cauſe of this moment to remain unde- 
cided : That ſpirit which, to the diſgrace of 
our country, their unworthy poſterity have 
loſt. At that ever-memorable era when 
Auſtin the Monk was deputed by the Ro- 
man ſee to fix the yoke of ſacerdotal deſpo- 
tiſm, and rivet the chains of pontifical ty- 
ranny on the Britiſh Clergy, they, with a 


ſpirit 


; 
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„ 

ſpirit of freedom, unknown to theſe latter 
times, oppoſed their unjuſt encroachments, 
and reſiſted their uſurpations. But what 
ſhall we ſay of the modern Britiſh Clergy, 
who tamely ſee their privileges trampled 
upon, themſelves reduced to a ſtate of fervile 
dependence on ſtrangers, to become Hire- 
lings for Twenty Pounds per annum; and after 
ſpending their fortunes in a collegiate educa- 
tion, to lead a life of obſcurity and indigence, 
and all this without making one effort to 
redreſs their grievances | 


Ir a ſenſe of their ſufferings will not awa- 
ken them, all that can be faid by me, I am 


ſenſible, will be of no weight. Though they 
continue inactive and inattentive to their 


own good, it will be ſome conſolation to the 
Author that he has done his duty to his 
Country in ſubmitting, with all due reſpect 
and humility, theſe Conſiderations ta the 
public. 


Ir the zeal with which theſe Conſidera— 
tions have been wrote has extorted from the 
Author 
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Author any improper and unbecoming 
warmth of expreſſion, or betrayed him into 
inaccuracies, he doubts not but he will find 
an ealy pardon from. every man of learning 
and candor, eſpecially as the ſole motive of 
his writing theſe ſheets, was with a view of 
awakening the attention of thoſe in whoſe 
power it is to redreſs the grievances here ſet 
forth, | 
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SUPPLEMENT. 


ch HE very favourable reception that the 
N firſt Edition of the foregoing (e lera- 
X27 lions has met with, and the united re- 


$ NN 


queſts of many Gentlemen of conſpicuous 
rank in life, who have ſignified their approbation 
of the Author's deſign, and their ready and hearty 
concurrence in any meaſure that may be judged 
effectual to remedy ſo great a grievance, are the 


motives that have induced the publication of this 
Supplement, 


E The 


5 


The Author has been informed that the learned 
Chancellor of the Dioceſe of B— is much offended 
at having his opinion controverted in the preceding 
Conſiderations. What was there ſaid was not from 
any diſreſpect to his abilities (to which no man pays 
greater deference than the Author) but with a view 
of prevailing upon him to retract fo haſty and ill- 
founded an opinion, which has been attended with 
ſuch bad conſequences. It has been induſtriouſly 
propagated, that the Chancellor has denied giving 
that opinion. To be convinced of the truth of 
ſuch an aſſertion, a letter was ſent to Wales to know 
whether ſuch an Opinion was given, and what it 
was. To which the following Anſwer was re- 
ceived, 


Bangor, Nov. 5, 1767. 
811, 


The Chancellor's opinion is not in any one's 
cuſtody in this Town; it is with Dr Bowles, to 
whom it was tranſmitted by the Biſhop for his ſa- 
tisfaction; ſo that I am afraid it is impoſſible to 
procure a ſight or copy of it; but as I have heard it 
ſo frequently ſpoke of, I will endeavour to give 
you as gocd an account of it as I can, 


He 
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He ſays, that reading the ſervice after inſtitution 
and induction, is enjoined by the Act of Uniformi- 
ty; and that the Act no where requires it be done 
in the Welſh Tongue. And in the very chapter 
which dire&s the procuring of Welſh Books, he 
obſerves are theſe words, „And one other Book 
e of Common Prayer in the Engliſh Tongue, 
« &c.” (vid. the Act) from which words he 
would infer, that it was the meaning of the Act, 
that the Engliſh Tongue ſhould be promoted and 
encouraged in Wales; and he knew no way more 
effectual than by preferring Engliſhmen to Bene- 


fices there, eſpecially there being no Law to the 
contrary, 


I am yours, &c. 


Such is the ſubſtance of the Chancellor's opinion, 
as it was tranſmitted by a Gentleman of credit and 
veracity. He does not preſume to aſſert that this is 
an exact account of the Chancellor's opinion. But 


whether this is, or is not his opinion, or whether 
he has ever given any, it is incumbent upon him 


to ſhew, to prevent an indelible ſtigma being fixed 
upon him, for preſuming to give an opinion, 
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5 
whereby the rights of the whole Principality have 


been arbitrarily invaded, which he thinks it im- 
prudent to avow. 


The Author here begs leave to ſay, that he 
has advanced nothing in the foregoing Conſidera- 
tions with a view of reflecting on the conduct or 
characters of the pious and learned B—ps of 
Wales, or the late Biſhop of St Aſaph, for whom 
the Author profeſſes the higheſt veneration and 
reſpect. What was ſaid was with no other view 
than to the elucidating of a ſubject which has 
hitherto unfortunately been too little attended to, 
and of awakening the attention of the B- ps of 
Wales, and others who are principally concerned, 


Before I proceed to point out the methods that 
may be uſed to redreſs the grievance I have ſer 
forth, I ſhall beg leave to take occaſion to obviate 
an objection that may be thrown out: © That 
« as Welſhmen find preferment in every part of 
„ England, it is but reaſonable that Engliſhmen 
« ſhould be preterred in Wales.“ 


J would by no means draw any odious national 
G&({tiaction, nor object to an Engliſhman or Scotch- 
man, 


il 


1 


3 
man, in any other view than as one unqualified to 
do the duty, as much as a Turk or a Pagan. And 
if a Welſh Clergyman by chance picks up a little 
Vicarage in England, it cannot be thought un- 
reaſonable, as all the Welſh Biſhopricks, moſt 
of the Deanries, Chancellorſhips, and Livings of 
any value in Wales, are in the hands of Engliſh 
and Scotchmen; for even the ſterility of Wales 


is no protection againſt the rapacity of theſe nor- 
thern Locuſts ! 


With reſpect to the means that may be uſed 
in order to remedy the grievance. It has been 
propoſed to the Author of theſe Conſiderations to 
lay before the public, by ſome Gentlemen dig- 
nified with eminent ſenatorial abilities, that their 
endeavours would not be wanting in order to 
procure an Act to explain the Vth of Elizabeth, 
whereby this grievance might be redreſſed. If 
ſuch an Act can be paſſed, it would be the moſt 
etectual means ro remedy this evil, and would 
prevent much trouble and expence, which muſt 
unavoidably be occaſioned by a judicial deciſion. 
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But as it has been doubted whether ſuch an 
Act could be paſſed ; the following methods were 
pointed out by the moſt eminent Lawyers upon 
a caſe laid before them, by the patriotic SocieTyY 
of CyMRoDoORION, for their“ opinions, the ſub- 
ſtance of which, at the requeſt of the e, 
is here made public. 


The CASE ſlated for the Opinions 
of Coun/el. 


1766. B. was collated by the Biſhop jure patrenatus 
to the Refory of T. cum cura animarum 
in the County of A and the Dioceſe 
of B— in Wales, Iu that pariſh the 
Welſh Tongue only is uſed and underſtood, 
and the inlabitants in general are totally 
unacquainted with any other Language. 
B. (who has likewiſe been inducted into 
the ſaid Rectory) was at the time of in- 
duction, and at preſent is, totally unac- 
quainted with the Welſh Language, and 

conſequently 


* Whrzever is Cefirons cf ſecing the original opinions, may 
ae favored with a ſight of them by "Pplzing to the Socieiy 


of Cymrodorion. 
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eonſcquently incapable of reading the Li- 
turgy of the Church of England in that 


Tongue, as preſcribed by the Stat, of the 
V th of Eliz, and the XIV th of Charles 


the Second, and of performing any paro- 
chial duty whatſoever, 


Quere, I/hbether B. is not by Lat diſabled to hold 
the Reftory of T ? If be is, pleaſe to point 
out the proper method to remove the 
ſaid B. 


The ſubſtance of the Oy1Nnions 
given on this Cask are as follows: 


OPINION. 


That by the common Law * ignorance of the 
Welſh Language ſcems to be no diſability, as was 
admitted in A/vany's Caſe, Nor was it the direct 
end of the Statutes of the Vth of Elie. and XIVth of 
- aarles the Second to have introduced ſuch a dil- 


E 4 ability. 


* Petore the Reformation the Service was in Latin, and 
conſequently it may be, that by the common Law the know- 
ledz2 of no other Language was required, or neceſſary. 
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ability. The end propoſed by thoſe Statutes is 
attained by other means; for ſince the Vth of 
Elizabeth, ignorance of the Welſh Language is 
a good cauſe of refuſal in the Biſhop ; and it is 
traverſable, and may be put in Iſſue (Cr. El. 727). 
and the Biſhops have it in their power to take ſuch 
order * for the ſouls healths of their flocks, as to 
cure the diſcharge of parochial duties: and the 
Act of the Vth of Elizabeth, mentions divine 
lervice to be performed by the Miniſters and Cu- 
rites, though in the fame place the Parſon and 
Vicar are mentioned to another purpoſe. 


That this is a point (if the country are deſirous 
of trying) may ealily be put iato a mode of tryal 
by a Quare impedit to be brought by a Patron 
waole prelentce may be tefuſed by the Biſhop Þ. 


It 


* It is preſumed that the Legiſlature, when they enacted 
the Vth ef liz. and XIVth of Charles the Second, never 
had it in contemplation, that the Biſhops would take Juch 
order for the {oul's health of their flocks, as to admit Preſentees 


who undes ſtood not the people's Language, to Livings. 


+ Its to be hoped, that the Biſhops will take the firſt op- 
poctunity of re. ſing a Prefentee that underſtands not the Welſh 
Language. 
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If in this caſe B's incapacity be inſiſted upon, 
a ſuit may be inſtituted to obtain a ſentence of 
Deprivation. 


OPINION. 


TaarT there is no doubt but that the ignorance 
of the Welih Language in the preſentee is a good 
cauſe of refuſal in the Biſhop, which is clear from 
many caſes of law, the Articles of the Church, and 
the Acts of parliament referred to. 


That if the Biſhop might have refuſed him on 
that account, it ſhould ſeem that he ought to have 
done ſo. That as he has admitted him, his 
Judgment is not ſubject to the control of a tem- 
poral court. T hat as the Incumbent appears to 
be incapable of performing the duties of his func 
tion, trom his unacquaintance with the Language, 
in which alone they are to be performed, that 
incapacity (it is conceived) is a /vfficient carſe of 
deprivation, on inſtituting a ſuit for that purpoſe 


in the eccleſiaſtical court. 


That 
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That it may be material to obſerve, that the 
Af of Uniformity requires every perſon, within two 
months after he is in poſſeſſion of any Eccleſiaſtical 
benefice, (unleſs there be ſome lawful impediment 
to be allowed by the Ordinary, and then within 
two months after the removal of ſuch impediment) 
ſhall openly and publicly read the Morning and 
Evening ſervices and declare his aſſent, &c, on 
pain of being ip/o fas deprived. This, it is 
apprehended, in the preſent caſe ought to have 
been done in Welſh (by the 27th Sect.) and as, it 
is preſumed it was not, nor could be done by the 
preſent incumbent, it may be material to be in- 
ſiſted upon in a ſuit to deprive him. That for 
the proper ſteps to be taken in ſuch a ſuit, it is 


proper to conſult the Gentlemen that are conver- 
{ant in the civil and canon Laus. 


. DN. 9 2 7 * D. 
zd Jan. 1768. 


OPINION. 


Ir what is laid down in the caſe of Colt and 
Clover (Hob, 148) is Law (and I ſee no reaſon 


Why 
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why it ſhould not) I ſhould be inclined to think, 
that even by the common Law, ignorance of the 
Welſh Language in a preſentee to a Living in 
Wales, is a diſability to hold ſuch a Living. For 
it is there held, That there can be no diſpenſa- 
tion to a perſon to hold a Living in England 
« that underſtands not Engliſh ; for it is the 
c eſſence of a Paſtor to be didacticus, to teach the 
«« people in their own Language; and that Be- 
« neficium non dalur nifs projter officium, And it 
« is no reply, that the cure may be ſerved by a 
« Curate for them; for the queſtion is not, how 
„ they can make a Curate ? but how themſelves 
e are capable? for the office muſt radically veſt 
in the firſt Grantee, before it can go in Depu- 
tation.“ 


But whether ignorance of the Welſh Language 
by the common Law, is or is not a diſability to 
hold a Living in Wales, where that Language 
is in common uſed, is not ſo material fince the 
Acts of the Vth of Eliz. and XIVth of Charles 
the Second. 


For by thoſe Statutes the Well Language is 
directed to be uſed and read in the Chuiches 
there 
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there by the Miniſters and Curates; and by the 
XIVth of Charles the Second the Incumbent is 
to read the Morning and Evening Service, &c. 


and (if reſident) to perform the duty once a month; 


this an Incumbent who is ignorant of the Welſh 
Language cannot do, as preſcribed by the Sta- 


tutes, in the Welſh Tongue; therefore he 1s 


diſabled under theſe Acts. 


In order to have brought this matter before a 
temporal court, I am inclined to think it might 
have been done by the pariſhioners preventing 
the Archdeacon from inducting B. and refuſing 
to pay him the Tithes (to which he has no 
right till induction) this would have made him 
Plaintiff; and, upon a proper Plea, might have 
brought his diſability in queſtion. But as, in the 
preſent caſe, it is ſtated that there has been induc- 
tion, the only legal remedy that is to be had, (I 
think) is by inſtituting a ſuit in the Archbiſhop's 
Court, which may be orought by way of appeal 
before the delegates, 


As ignorance of the only Language that is 
uſed and underſtood, includes a total inability to 
— any part 55 the 222 du 5 it ſeems 
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to me that B. is ſubject to deprivation as a perſon 
minime habilis nec idoneus. 


J. J. 4 of. 
Temple, Jan. 1. 1763. 


Having thus laid before the public all that has 
occurred to me on this intereſting ſubject, and 
pointed out the means of redreſs; I have now 
finiſhed what I at firſt propoſed ; and ſhall only 
add, that if this ſeems to the Gentlemen of the 
Principality of Wales a grievance that ought to 
be remedied, I wiſh them all the ſucceſs that fo 
good a caule deſerves. 


„ 


CORRIGEN DA. 


Page 27. Thirteen pounds, /ege Forty pounds. 

36. If he collates a perſon by Law diſabled to hold the 
Living, the collation is ip/o fao null and wid, &c. 
lege, If he collates a perſon by Law diſabled to hoid 
the Living, the Eccleſiaſtical Court may proceed to 
ſentence ot deprivation, 

37. There never was an Inſtance of a Clergyman being 
preferred, lege, There have been few inſtances ot 
Clergymen being preferred. 
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